
 
 

 

Brewhouse & Kitchen Limited 

 

Brewhouse & Kitchen, 51 Southsea Terrace, Southsea, Hants PO5 3AU (the “Premises”) 

Variation of Premises Licence 

 

Statement of Case 

 

This statement is made in support of an application for a Premises Licence variation application for the 

Premises with the intention of outlining the applicant’s case and seeking to address the concerns of the 

residents maintaining a representation. If concerns remain, amplification of the points raised below, 

together with further submissions, will be made orally at the licensing sub-committee hearing. 

 

Background & Style of Operation 

 

The applicant, Brewhouse & Kitchen Limited, is an experienced operator of twenty-two high-quality pubs 

throughout the country which brew unique craft beers on-site. The pubs also feature a substantial food 

offer with each dish matched to a particular beer. A sample menu and drinks list are attached at appendix 

1. Photographs of existing Brewhouse & Kitchens are at appendix 2. The Premises was acquired in July 

2018 and has been closed since the end September in order to refurbish the Premises to modern 

standards.  

 

The Application 

 

The premises licence variation application was only to approve a change of layout plan. No application has 

been made to amended hours, regulated activities or conditions. The layout changes comprise: 

 

• removal of the existing gents toilet to increase the size of the kitchen to allow a more substantial 

and better quality food offer; 

• installation of a new ‘walk in’ fridge in the yard area for food storage; 

• installation of new micro-brewery;  

• construction of two booth seats; 



• installation of a new internal ‘firepit’ style table; 

• extension of the raised area to the western boundary; 

• formation of a new gents toilet in location of existing disabled toilet;  

• installation of a disabled toilet in part of existing ladies toilet; 

• extension of the external decking area; and 

• replacement of the existing external bar. 

 

The outside bar and cooking area are already shown on the existing plan and the covered seating areas and 

non-smoking ‘huts’ have been intentionally designed to reduce outbreak of noise. Please see pictures at 

appendix 3. A more detailed description of the changes of layout will be given at the licensing sub-

committee hearing.  

 

The Representations 

 

Whilst the applicant was pleased not to receive any representations from any of the statutory authorities, 

it did receive representations from eight local residents.  

 

On reading the representations, it immediately became clear that had been some confusion as to the  

ambit of the application. As the previous operator of the Premises had not been trading the full extent of 

the permitted hours, there was a misunderstanding that an application to vary permitted hours had been 

lodged. Therefore, within a few days of receiving the representations, explanation letters were sent to 

everyone who raised a representation. Attached at appendix 4 is an example of one of the letters with the 

garden management policy which will be adopted. At the time of writing, Ms Carol Westmacott and Ms 

Kate Waterhouse have since withdrawn their representations and Mr Alastair Ritchie has sent a response 

maintaining his representation (copy at appendix 5).   

 

As the licensing sub-committee will be aware, in their quasi-judicial role they have to consider whether the 

changes of layout sought will fail to uphold one or more of the four licensing objectives.  Hence, certain 

points raised by those raising representations are not relevant and will not be addressed in this statement. 

These points include: 

 

• the proposed/permitted opening hours or the effect of these hours being traded; 

• the merits, or lack thereof, of the statutory consultation process; 

• the location of the Premises in a Conservation Area; 



• general incidents of crime and anti-social behaviour in the neighbourhood; 

• visual appearance of the works; 

• the changes to the decking area which do not practically increase the seating capacity, nor number 

of covers; 

• the use of outside heaters which is not a licensable activity; 

• the possibility of barbeques (the ‘firepit’ being an internal decorative feature not used for the 

cooking of food); 

• parking issues (which are covered by other legislation); 

• capacities (which are not recorded on the current premises licence); 

• the external kitchen and bar which are shown on the existing approved plan;  

• disturbance by additional taxis; and  

• other measures which are planning restrictions but not reflecting in the existing premises licence. 

 

Indeed, the concerns which are relevant to the changes sought and Licensing Act 2003 are rather limited. 

In theory, the refurbishment could see the release of cooking smells if new equipment was not installed. 

However, this has not been the case. The kitchen extract system is new and of good quality. It contains 

several filters which capture any smells. Furthermore, those who have made representations live some 

distance away from the Premises. Nevertheless, the applicant is still happy to proffer the condition 

mentioned in the letter to the residents: 

 

‘No drinks shall be taken outside after 11 p.m. Sunday to Thursday and midnight Friday and Saturday.’ 

 

Conclusion 

 

This is a straightforward application but still an important one as the applicant needs the approved plan to 

conform to the actual build layout in order to be able to trade without relying on temporary event notices. 

The applicant is spending approximately £700,000 on this project and hopes that the Premises will be 

family friendly and an asset, not only to local residents, but also visitors to the area.  

 

The licensing sub-committee is hence asked to grant the application as sought. 

 

JOELSON JD LLP  
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